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tx Ages to come, that {hall your bounty hear. 

Will think you mtjlrefs of the Indies were ; 

I hough {freighter bounds your fortune did confine. 

In your large heart was found a wealthy mine. Waller. 
3 - A woman (killed in any thing. 

# 4 letter defires all young wives to make theinfelves mif- 
trej/a of Wingate s Arithmetic^ Addifon's Sped?. N\ 02. 

4. A woman teacher. 7 

Erecf publick fchools, provided with the bcft and ablcft 
malters and mijlrejfts. Suift 

5. A woman beloved and courted. 7 

They would not differ the prince to confer with, or very 
rarely to fee, his mijlrejs, whom they pretended he fhould 
forthwith marry. Clarendon. 

Nice honour {till engages to requite 
Falfe mijirejfcs and proud with flight for flight. Granville. 

6. A term of contemptuous addrefs. 

Look you, pale mijlrefs , 

Do you perceive the ghaftnefs of her eye ? Shakefpeare. 
• A whore; a concubine. 


iviisxRU'sT. n.f [mis and trujl.] Diffidence; fufpicion ; want 
of confidence. 

He needs not our mijlrujl , fince he delivers 
Our offices, and what we have to do, 

To the direction juft. Shake/p. Macbeth. 

Not then mijlrujl, but tender love, injoins 
That I fliould mind thee oft; and mind thou me ! Milton. 

To Mistru'st. v.a. [mis and trujl.] To fiifpcft; to doubt; 
to regard with diffidence. 

Will any man alledge thofe mentioned human infirmities, 
as rcafons why thefe things fhould be mijlrujled or doubted 
°f- Hooker , b. ii. 

By a divine inftindl, mens minds mijlrujl 
Enfuing danger; as by proof we fee, 

The waters lwell before a boifterous ftorm. Shakefpeare. 

Fate her own book mijlrujled at the fight. 

On that .fide war, on this a (ingle fight. Cowley. 

The relation of a Spartan youth, that fuffered a fox con¬ 
cealed under his robe to tear out his bowels, is mijlrujled by 
men of bufinefs. Brown. 

The gen’rous train complies. 

Nor fraud mijlrujls in virtue’s fair djfguife. Pope's Odyjfcy. 

Mistrustful, adj. [mijlrujl and full.] Diffident; doubting. 

I hold it cowardice 

To reft mijlrujlful , where a noble heart 

Hath pawn’d an open hand in fign of love. Shakefpeare. 

Here the mijlrujlful fowl no harm fufpecls, 

So fafe are all things which our king protects. Waller. 

Mistrustfulness, n. f. [from mijlrujlful.] Diffidence; 
doubt. • 

Without him I found a weaknefs, and a mijlrujlfulnefs of 
my (elf, as one ftrayed from his bcft ftrength, when at any 
time I mift him. Sidney , b. ii. 

Mistrustfully, adv. [from mijlrujlful.] With fufpicion; 
with miftruft. 

Mis fruitless, adj. [from mijlrujl.] Confident; unfufpe£t- 
ing. 

Where he doth in dream mijlrujllefs play. 

Veil’d with night’s robe, they ftalk the ftiore abroad. 

Carew's Survey of Cornwall. 

Mi'sty. adj. [from mijl.] 

•. Clouded ; ovcrlprcad with mifts. 

The morrow fair with purple beams 
Difpers’d the fliadows of the mijly night. Fairy Queen. 

Loud howling wolves aroufe the jades. 

That drag the tragick melancholy night; 

Who with their drowfy, flow, and flagging wings 
Clip dead mens graves ; and from their mijly jaws 
Breathe foul contagious darknefs in the air. Shakefpeare. 
Parents overprize their children, while they behold them 
through the vapours of atfe&ion which alter the appearance, 
as things feem bieger in mijly mornings. Wot ton. 

Now fmoaks with (how’rs the mijly mountain ground, 
And floated fields lie undiftinguifh’d round. Pope. 

2. Obfcure; dark; not plain. .- 

To Misundersta'nd. v.a. [mis and undcrjland.] I o mis¬ 
conceive ; to miftake. 

The words of Tertullian, as they are by them alledged, 
are mifunderjlood. . Ho f ie f' b '"\ 

He failed in diftinguifhing thefe two regions, both called 
Eden, and he altogether mifunderjlood two of the four rivers. 

Raleigh's Hijl. of the World. 
In vain do men take fan&uary in fuch mifmderjlood expref- 
fions as thefe; and from a falfe perfuafion that they cannot 
reform their lives never go about it. South 

This if it be neglected, will make the reader very much 
miftake and mifunderjland his meaning. Locke. 

Were they only defigned to inftrudt the three fuccccdmg 
generations, they are in no danger of being mifunderjlood 
• Addifon on ancient Medals. 
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The example of a good man is the beft direflion ». 
follow m the performance of our duty; the mod cx Jv C ? n 
and precepts arc fubjeit to be mUund rh W r ^ ru!c; 
wdl miftake their meaning ”“P»derJlood, feme at leal] 

MisUNDERSTA'NmNG. n.f [from mifunderjland .] 5 Crmn! - 

1. Difference; difagreement. J 

‘ELtSfr** th » 

ai'ngSf >ke ’ a " d 

2. Error; mifconccption. 

Sever the conftruaion of the injury from the noinr 
tempt, imputing it to mifunderjlanding or fear ? » C ° n ' 

Misu'sage. n.f [from mi fife.) Bacm - 

1. Abufe; ill ufe. - 

2. Bad treatment. 

ToMisu'se. v.a. [mejufer, Fr. mis and uf e . 1 To treat nr,,' 
improperly; to abufe. 7 J at or ufc 

You mifufe the rev’renee of your place, 

As a falfe favourite doth his prince’s name 
In deeds difhon’rable. S hake/p. Hem IV 

It hath been their cuftom fhamefully to miff the f erv ' ! 
zeal of men to religious arms, by converting the monies that 
have been levied for fuch wars to their own Cervices. 

^ Bacchus, that firft from out the purple <mape ' S ' 
Crufh’d the fweet poifon of miffed wine. & Milton 
Machiavel makes it appear, that the weaknefs of Italy' 
which was once fo ftrong, was caufed by the corrupt me 
tices of the papacy, in depraving and miffing religion. 

Misu'se. n.f. [from the verb.] Bad ufe; bad treatment!”^ 
Upon whole dead corpfe there Was fuch mi ufe , 

Such beaftly, (hamelefs transformation. 

By thofe Wefthwomen done, as may not be 
Without much fliamc retold. ' Shakefp. Henry IV 
How much names taken for things miflead the underiland- 
ing, the attentive reading of philofophical writers would dif- 
cover, and that in words little fufpe< 3 ed of any fuch mi jut. 

We have reafon to humble ourfelves before God by Mins 
and prayer, left he (hould puni(h the mijiife of our mercies 5 
by flopping the courfe of them. ' Attetbury's Serrml 

To Miswe'en. v. n. [mis and ween.] To misjudge; todiftruft. 
Latter times things more unknown {hall (how, 

Why then fliould witlefs man fo much mi fever:. p a . Shi. 
To Miswf/nd. v. n. [mis and penean, Saxon.] To go wronr. 
Every thing begun with reafon, 

Will come by ready means unto his end : 

But things mifcounfelled muft needs mifivend. HubhtrL 
In this maze ftill wand’red and mijwent, 

For heaven decreed to conceal the fame, 

To make the mifereant more to feel his lhamc. Fairfax. 
Mi'sy. n.f. A kind of mineral. 

Mify contains no cupreous vitriol but only that of iron: it 
is a very beautiful mineral, of a fine bright yellow colour, 
and of a loofe and friable ftrudlure, and much refembles the 
golden marcafites. Hilts Mat. Med. 

Mite. n.f. [mite, French; mijt, Dutch; mi das, Lat.] 

1. A fmall infect found in cheefe or corn ; a weevil. 

Virginity breeds mites, much like a cheefe, confumes itfclf 
to the very paring, and fo dies with feeding its own (lomach. 

Shakefpeare's All's well that ends well. 
The polifh’d glafs, whofe fmall convex 
Enlarges to ten millions of degrees. 

The mite invifible elfe, of nature’s hand 
Lead animal. Philips. 

The idea of two is as diftin£t from the idea of three, as 
the magnitude of the whole earth is from that of a mite. 

Lode. 

2. The twentieth part of a grain. 

The Seville piece of eight contains thirteen pennyweight 
twenty-one grains and fifteen mites, of which there are twenty 
in the grain", of fterling filver, and is in value forty-three 
Englifh pence and eleven hundredths of a penny. Arbuthmt. 

3. Any thing proverbially fmall; the third part of a farthing. 

Though any man’s corn they do bite. 

They will not allow him a mite. Tuffer's Hujo. 

Are you defrauded, when he feeds the poor, 

Our mite dccreafes nothing of your ftorc. Drydcn. 

Did I e’er my mite with-hold 
From the impotent and old. Swifts MJA- 

4. A fmall particle. ., 

Put blue-bottles into an ant-hill they will be flamed wi n 
red, becaufe the ants thruft in their (lings, and iron m 
them a fmall mite of their dinging liquor, which hathMil 
fame effect as oil of vitriol. « CreaM ' U 

Mite'lla. n.f. A plant. 

The mitel/a hath a'perennial root; the cup of the Howe 
confifts of one leaf, and is divided into five parts; 
confirts of five leaves, which expand in form or a roie^ 
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ovary becomes a roundifh Suit, which terminates S ajK 
pptog a, the top, i„ fmm of a b,11,op’s m.tre, and MVof 

roundilb feeds. _ , 

Mi'thridate. n.f [mithridate, hr.j 

Mithridate is one of the capital medicines of the {hops, 
confiding of a great number of ingredients, and has its name 
from its inventor Mithridates, king of Pontus. Quincy. 

But you of learning and religion. 

And virtue, and fuch ingredients, have made 

A mithridate , whafe operation 
Keeps off, or cures, what can be done or faid. Donne. 

Mi'thridate mujlard. n. f. [thlafpi, Latin.] 

'Che flower of the mithridate confifts of tour leaves placed 
in form of a crofs, out of whofe cup rifes the pointal, which 
afterward becomes a fmooth roundi/h fruit, having common¬ 
ly a leafy border, and flit on the upper fide, divided into two 
cells by an intermediate partition placed obliquely with re- 
fpect to the valves, and furnifhed with fmooth roundilh feeds; 
to which may be added the undivided leaves, which diftin- 
guilh it from crefles. Miller. 

Mftigant. adj. [mitigans, Lat.] Lenient; lenitive. 

To Mitigate, v. a. [mitigo , Lat. mi tiger, Fr.] 

j. To foften ; to make lefs rigorous. 

Wc could greatly wi(h, that the rigour of their opinion 
were allayed and mitigated. Hooker , b. v. 

2. To alleviate; to make mild ; to affuage. 

Mifhaps are matter’d by advice difereet, 

And counfel mitigates the greateft fmart. Fairy Queen. 
All it can do is, to devife how that which muft be endured 
may be mitigated, and the inconveniences thereof counter¬ 
vailed as near as may be, that, when the beft things are not 
poffible, the beft may be made of thofe that are. Hooker. 

3. To mollify; to make lefs fevere. 

I undertook 

Before thee : and, not repenting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom, 

On me deriv’d. Milton's Par. Lojl , b. x. 

4. To cool; to moderate. 

A man has frequent opportunity of mitigating the fierce- 
nefs of a party, of foftening the envious, quieting the angry, 
and rectifying the prejudiced. Addifon's Spectator. 

Mitiga'tion. n.f [mitigatio, Lat. mitigation. Ft. from miti¬ 
gate.] Abatement of any thing penal, harlh, or painful. 

The king would not have one penny abated of that grant¬ 
ed to him by parliament, becaufe it might encourage other 
countries to pray the like relcafe or mitigation. Bacon. 

They caufed divers fubjeCls to be indiCled of fundry crimes; 
and when the bills were found they committed them, and 
luffered them to languiffi long in prifon, to extort from them 
great fines and ranfoms, which they termed compofitions and 
mitigations. Bacon's Henry VII. 

MI'TRE. n.f. [mitre, Fr. mitra, Latin.] 

1. An ornament for the head. 

Nor Pantheus, thee, thy mitre nor the bands 
Of awful Phoebus, fav’d from impious hands. Dryden. 

2. A kind of epifcopal crown. 

Biftiopricks or burning, mitres or faggots, have been the 
rewards of different perlons, according as they pronounced 
thefe confecrated fyllables, or not. Watts 

Mi'tre. \n.f. [Among workmen.] A kind of joining two 

Mi'ter. J boards together. Miller 

MPtred. adj'. [mitre, Fr. from mitre.] Adorned with a mitre! 

bhall the loud herald our fuccefs relate. 

Or mitred pried appoint the (blemn day l p r } or 

Mitred abbots, among us, were thofe that were exempt 
from the diocefan s junidiction, as having within their own 


tent. adj. [mittens, Lat.] Sending forth ; emitting 
Die fluxion proceeded from humours peccant in quantity 
quality, thruft forth by the part mittent unon fWp infi»nfM» 


weak parts. 


part mittent upon the inferior 
IVifeman's Surgery. 


M Ft tens. n.f. [miUnnes, French.] 

1. Coarfe gloves for the Winter. 

December muft be expreffed with a horrid afpecT, as alfo 
fe , pS„ dad “ I "' h h ° Wi "S “ <%«! ■»*£thangnof 
Glove, that cover the a™ without cov££ ZHH™'"*' 
M’ST** To ufe one roughly! A 

ATO “‘ l r»Wch a juftice commits 

gredients together. f ’ t0 P ut various m- 

Ephraim hath mixed himfelf amono- the nennlf. v r •• o 
ht A»W wc, upwrft^ 

fparks and tempefts ’di, t0n ^ c hc caft out 

2. Tofot mofJ S t ^ th ' hc !'»“'=»»»>«<<>ge.he,. yEflr. 


MOB 

I have chofen an argument, mixt of religious and civii 
confiderations; and likewife mixt between contemplative and 
aClive. Bacon's holy War. 

3. To join; to mingle. 

Brothers, you mix your fadnefs with Conte fear ; 

This is the Englifh not the Turkifh court. Shakefpeare. 

Mi'xen. n.f. [mixen, Saxon.] A dunghil; a Iayftal. 

Mi'xtion. n.f. [mixtion, Fr. from mix.] Mixture; confufion 
of one body with another. 

Others perceiving this rule to fall fhort, have pieced it out 
by the mixtion of vacuity among bodies, believing it is that 
which makes one rarer than another. Digby on Bodies. 

Though we want a proper name, yet are they not to be 
lightly pall over as elementary or fubterraneous mixtions. 

Broivn’s Vulgar Err ours, b. ii. 

Mi'xtly. adv. [from mix.] With coalition of different parts 
into one. 

Mi'xture. n.f [ mixtura , Latin.] 

1. The act of mixing; the Hate of being mixed. 

O happy mixture, wherein things contrary do fo qualify 
and correct the one the danger of the other’s excefs, that 
neither boldnefs can make us prefume, as well as we are kept 
under with the fenfe of our own wretchediiefs; nor, while 
wc trull in the mercy of God through Chrift Jefus, fear be 
able to tyrannize over us ! Hooker, b. v. 

Thofe liquors are expelled out of the body which, by their 
mixture, convert the aliment into an animal liquid. Arbuth. 

I, by baleful furies led. 

With monftrous mixture ftain’d my mother’s bed. Pope. 

2. A mafs formed by mingled ingredients. 

Come vial—What if this mixture do riot work at all ? 

Shakefpeare's Romeo and Juliet. 

3% That which is added and mixed. 

Neither can God himfelf be otherwife underftood, than as 
a mind free and difentarigled from all corporeal mixtures, per¬ 
ceiving and moving all things. Siillingjlcet. 

Cicero doubts whether it were poffible for a community to 
exift, that had not a prevailing mixture of piety in its con- 
ftitution. Addifon's Freeholder , N°. icy. 

While we live in this world, where good 3nd bad men are 
blended together, and where there is alfo a mixture of good 
and evil wifely diftributed by God, to ferve the ends of his 
providence. Atterbury's Sermons. 

Mi zmaze. n.f [A canf word, formed from made by redu 
plication.] Amaze; a labyrinth. 

Thofe who are accuftomed to reafon have got the true key 
of books, and the clue to lead them through "the mizmaze of 
variety of opinions and authors to truth. Locke 

Mi'zzen. n. f. [mezaen, Dutch.] 

The mizzen is a maft in the ftern or back back of a {hip • 
in fome large {hips there are two fuch mails, that (landing 
next the mam maft is called the main mizzen, and the other 
near the poop the bonaventure mizzen : the length of a miz-' 
zen maft is half that of the main maft, or the height of it is 
the fame with that of the maintop maft from the quarter¬ 
deck, and the length of the mizzen topmaft is half that. Bail. 

A commander at fea had his leg fraclured by the fall of 
his mizzen topmaft. T.r- ,J, ‘ 

Mi'vtv ». /• A k • rrjeman s Surgery. 

Mi zz\ n.f A bog ; a quagmire. . ja-fr 

Mnemo nicks, n.f [ W o’n*,|.] The a£l of memory. J ‘ 

fefmir 5 ***’ SC0ttifh - J Maki “Sgrea4num- 

Calliope and mufes mo. 

Soon as your oaken pipe begins to found 

Their ivory lutes lay by. f 

With oxbows and oxyokes, with other things 

Mo. *rT„X d |° r „gS m in ^ ■» 8° ° hffir. 

_ Sing no more ditties, fmg no mo 

Uf dumps fo dull and heavy; 

The frauds of men were ever fo. 

Since Summer was firft leafy. y; , r 

To Moan. «. To grieve; to make lamentation. 

I he gen rous band redreffive fearch’d 

Into the horrors of the gloomy jail, 

grief expreffed in words or cries. * aud,ble fo "ow ; 

rrom iuch a noble rate. rZ ** , 

The frefli ftream ran by her^ anf' Merchant of Venice. 

The fait tears fell f rom he^ h a nd 2 her moani ' 

Sullen moans, ’ a " d f ° ft ned the ftones. Shai. 

Hollow groans, 

^ #W, *. CW„. 

' ^ The 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 





































































































































